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Conversations With

Leading Economists:
Interpreting Modern Macroeconomics

By B.Snowdon and H.R.Vane, (Edward Elgar :1999;

ISBN : 1-85898-942-6 HB; 1-84064-149-5 PB) 

Also published in translation in: China in 2000 (Peking University Press; 435 pp; ISBN: 7-301-04524-7); Japan in 2001 (Toyo Keizai Shinposha; 340 pp; ISBN: 4-492-31292-7); and Poland in 2003 (Polish Economic Society and Dom Wydawniczy Bellona; 480 pp; ISBN: 83-11-09566-3).

This book seeks to shed new light on the origins, development and current state of macroeconomics. It includes an extensive opening chapter (35,000 words) surveying the development of modern macroeconomics; interviews with fourteen leading economists (including five Nobel Laureates) who have made a profound contribution to the controversies witnessed in the fields of macroeconomic theory and policy, the way macroeconomics is taught and, the history and methodology of macroeconomic research; and a comprehensive bibliography (650+ references). Readership : intermediate undergraduates, postgraduates and lecturers in the fields of macroeconomics and the history of economic thought.

"This collection amounts to a great deal more than a series of entertaining conversations, though entertaining they certainly are. Snowdon and Vane provide their readers with a thoughtful introductory essay outlining the development of macroeconomics since the 1930s, and the themes that they deal with there occur and re-occur throughout their interviews, bringing considerable unity to the book as a whole. In Snowdon and Vane's view, macroeconomics is a serious subject that deals with substantive questions of great social importance, and its progress depends on vigorous and open debate among competing points of view. Student readers, of whom there ought to be many, will get from this book a sense of the infectious excitement that marks such debate, and even the most jaded of their teachers will be reminded of why, when all is said and done, there is no subject more worthwhile than Economics."

Professor David Laidler, University of Western Ontario, Canada. 

"Interviewing leading economists provides an effective way to comprehend the matrix in which their formal contributions arise. In providing these interviews Snowdon and Vane have performed a valuable service both for advanced students and professional economists." 

Thomas Mayer, Emeritus Professor, University of California , Davis, USA 

"This book looks behind the now prevalent and sanitised text book portrayals of macroeconomics and introduces the reader to the theoretical and ideological controversies which lie at the heart of the subject. A very clear introductory extended essay by the authors, which sets the scene is followed by a delightful, thought provoking and engaging set of conversations with some of the principal agenda setters of macroeconomic research. This book is for those who wish to gain a sense of excitement of the modern macroeconomic research agenda. It might even encourage them to read some economics." 

Professor Peter M. Jackson, University of Leicester. 

"More than fifteen years ago after I tried to find out what macroeconomists were up to in my book Conversations with Economists I wanted to go back to these economists to hear from them what has happened since then. There is no need to do that anymore. Here is the update. I am surprised to find out how similar the thinking has remained in some ways but also how rapidly the field has been changing in other ways, how more technical economics has become and how the issue of growth has come to dominate the agenda. These conversations are chockfull of information and interesting tidbits, and provide a surprising and insightful view of the current state on macroeconomics. They should be mandatory reading to all students of economics and on top of the reading list of anyone who is interested in what is going on in macroeconomics." 

Professor Arjo Klamer, Eramus University, Rotterdam, Netherlands.

