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4 Questions

• What is Compete?
• How do Compete cities compare? 
• What key messages?
• What purpose today? 



1. COMPETE: WHAT IS IT?



Purpose

• Interreg IIIC city-regional network 
• Exchange knowledge/best practice 

competitiveness
• Improve profile & performance 

European city-regions
• Develop European capacity 



Organisation
• DCLG, UK Core Cities, European 

Partners
• Sheffield leads for Core Cities
• Helsinki, Rotterdam, Dortmund, 

Munich, Lyon, Barcelona
• Funded EU & DCLG



Products - Events
• Sheffield – Partnerships
• Dortmund – Human Capital
• Barcelona – Creative Industries
• Helsinki – Innovation 
• Munich – Networks 
• Rotterdam – Connectivity
• Lyon – Cluster Strategy
• UK - Final Conference



Products - Knowledge

• Knowledge Resource Centre
- Sharing experiences
- Benchmarking data
- City profiles
- Good practice

• Final Report



Products - Relationships

Built European relationships, trust, 
knowledge and capacity! 



• Builds on UK research & policy concerns
- Cities not punching weight

– Falling behind London

– Lack powers, responsibilities resources

– Lagging behind European cities

• Focus drivers competitiveness - innovation, 
connectivity, human resources, place quality, 
governance



2. HOW DO COMPETE CITIES 
COMPARE?





City- National GDP

 GDP Per Capita (Euros) 2001
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European Innovation Scoreboard 2002:  EU Regions
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% working age population (25-64) 
with NVQ level 3 education 2000
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Population Change 1996-2004
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Population Dependency Index 2004
 City PDI City-region PDI Region PDI 

Helsinki 0.50 0.52 0.54 

Munich 0.52 0.57 0.62 

Barcelona 0.59 0.55 0.56 

Dortmund 0.59 0.61 0.61 

Bristol 0.60 0.66 0.73 

Rotterdam 0.61 0.61 0.47 

Manchester 0.61 0.68 0.71 

Nottingham   0.63 0.66 0.69 

Lyon 0.64 0.67 0.71 

Newcastle  0.65 0.69 0.70 

Liverpool 0.66 0.72 0.71 

Leeds 0.67 0.70 0.71 

Sheffield 0.68 0.70 0.71 

Birmingham 1 0.75 0.74 0.72 

Birmingham 2 0.75 0.71 0.72 

    

EU-15 0.65 0.65 0.65 

 



Total Employment 2004
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Terminal Passengers 2004
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Accessibility by air
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Accessibility by rail
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Households Internet Access
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3. WHAT KEY MESSAGES?
• Complexity not dominance
• Sheffield – governance matters
• Dortmund- challenge human capital
• Barcelona – creativity pervasive
• Helsinki – innovation routine
• Munich – long term networks
• Rotterdam – connectivity crucial
• Lyon – clusters,  scale, leadership



4. WHAT PURPOSE 
TODAY?

• Share our knowledge and results
• Celebrate success network
• Build bridge future
• Many great speakers to help us
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