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REGULATIONS FOR THE AWARD OF HIGHER DOCTORATES


Introduction

The University awards higher doctorates for work of high distinction as defined in the following Regulations for the award of such degrees.

1.	Applications may be made for the following higher doctorates:

	Doctor of Letters (DLitt)

	Doctor of Science (DSc)

	Doctor of Technology (DTech)

Applicants are required to state the higher doctorate for which they wish their work to be considered.

2.	The work submitted must be of high distinction, must constitute an original and significant contribution to the advancement of knowledge or to the application of knowledge or to both and must establish that the applicant is a leading authority in the field or fields of study concerned.  The degree of Doctor of Technology is the appropriate award where the applicant’s contribution has been principally to developments in the application of knowledge.

3.	Any member of the University’s staff shall be eligible to apply.  Such applicants should normally be:

a.	Holders, of at least seven years’ standing, of a first degree awarded by the CNAA or by a university in the United Kingdom or of a qualification of equivalent standard; or

b.	Holders, of at least four years’ standing of a higher degree awarded by the CNAA or by a University in the United Kingdom or of a qualification of equivalent standard.

4.	Any alumnus of Liverpool John Moores University or the former Liverpool Polytechnic shall be eligible to apply.  Such applicants should normally be:

a.	Holders, of at least seven years’ standing, of a first degree awarded by the CNAA via the former Liverpool Polytechnic or by Liverpool John Moores University; or

b.	Holders, of at least four years’ standing of a higher degree awarded by the CNAA via the former Liverpool Polytechnic or by Liverpool John Moores University.

5.	Applicants must submit three copies of the work on which the application is based.  The submission may take the form of books, contributions to journals, patent specifications, reports, specifications and design studies and may also include other relevant evidence of original work.  Only publications which relate to the applicant’s post-doctoral work will be eligible for consideration. All material, other than books, must be secured in one hard-backed folder, or more if necessary, each containing a title and contents page.  An applicant shall state which part of the submission, if any, has been submitted for another academic award.  The contents of a submission must be in one of the official languages of the United Kingdom unless specific permission to the contrary has been given by the University.

6.	In addition to the copies of the work on which the application is based, applicants must submit one copy of each of the following, all of which must be typewritten or word processed:

a.	A completed application form, the current version of which may be obtained from the University;

b.	A statement of not more than 1000 words setting out the applicant’s view of the nature and significance of the work submitted;

c.	A full statement of the extent of the applicant’s contribution to work submitted, involving joint authorship or other types of collaboration.

7.	The University shall retain on open access one copy of the full documentation submitted in support of an application which is successful.

8.	On submission of an application the University will consider whether a prima facie case for proceeding to a formal examination of the application has been established, taking whatever advice it considers appropriate.

If satisfied that such a case has been established, the University will, on payment of the appropriate fee, submit the application to two examiners each of whom shall make an independent report to the University.  The schedule of fees is determined by the Chief Executive on the advice of the Fees Setting Working Party.  In case of disagreement between the examiners, the University may appoint a third examiner.

PROCEDURES FOR THE AWARD OF HIGHER DOCTORATES


1.	Applications for the award of a higher doctorate shall be submitted to the Postgraduate Registrar at the following address:

	Research Support Office
	4th floor Kingsway House
	Hatton Garden
	Liverpool L3 2AJ
	
2.	On receipt of an application, the Postgraduate Registrar will convene a meeting of the Higher Doctorate Conferment Panel. The Panel will determine whether a prima facie case exists for proceeding to a formal examination of the submission on advice from a suitably qualified person. The committee will consist of:
	
The PVC with responsibility for research or his/her nominee (Chair) 
The Chair of Research Degrees Committee
The Director of Research
One Professor who should also hold a Higher Doctorate
One Dean of Faculty
The Postgraduate Registrar (Secretary)

3.	If satisfied that a prima facie case has been established, the Postgraduate Registrar will submit the application to two external examiners.  Examiners will be appointed according to the following criteria:

	Examiners must be experienced in research in the specific area of the candidate’s submission and have experience as a specialist in the topic(s) to be examined;

	Examiners will normally be holders of a higher doctorate themselves but, if 	not, will enjoy similar academic standing and recognition;

		All examiners will be external and wholly independent of the University.

Following an examination of the submission, each examiner will be asked to make an independent report to the University.

4.	Following receipt of the examiners’ reports by the Secretary, the committee will consider the recommendations and proceed as follows:

(a)	If the examiners are unanimous, the committee will consider the reports and, if the recommendations are supportive of the award, ask the University’s Academic Board to confer the degree;

(b)	In the event of a disagreement between the examiners, the committee may either appoint a third examiner or reject the submission.  In circumstances where an additional examiner is appointed, the committee may then accept a majority recommendation and proceed as in (a) above.

GUIDANCE NOTES FOR PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS

1. The conferment process for Higher Doctorate awards is a thorough and therefore lengthy one and the University’s Award Ceremonies are usually held in July each year.  Candidates who wish to have their award conferred in a particular calendar year are therefore advised to make application at least nine months beforehand.

2. Potential applicants may obtain informal advice from the Secretary to the Conferment Panel before making a formal application.

3. Normal expectations as to the nature and significance of the work to be submitted are as follows:

· a potential applicant must be recognised as being of international standing in their field;

· he/she must have published research output in the accepted media within their field of significant quality and number and be involved in peer reviews of their subject;

· the prima facie case must be made in a particular subject area but applicants are permitted to submit additional publications as supporting evidence with a statement explaining their relevance to the main submission;

· the detailed statement must summarise the case for support, bringing the separate strands of the work together into a coherent theme in the context of the subject and the conclusion must bring out the main points and make the case for the award.

4. Each submitted publication should have the following symbols entered against it, as appropriate:

R = refereed
U = un-refereed
S = sole author
P = principal author
J = joint author

5.	The statement of the extent of the applicant’s contribution to the work submitted must be set out in such a way that it is absolutely clear what constitutes the applicant’s own original and significant contribution to the field.  Examples of how this might be done may be obtained from the Secretary to the Conferment Panel.

6.	The list of publications as a whole should be arranged in a logical sequence and grouped where appropriate. The publications submitted should be independent of the candidate’s own doctoral programme.  Where publications include material co-authored with the candidate’s own PhD students, the candidate’s direct involvement in the work must satisfy the criteria set by the Royal Society for joint authorship, i.e. each author must have played a significant role in the design of the research, the conduct of the work and the preparation of the manuscript.

7. The fee for the award is payable once a prima facie case has been established and the application has been accepted to go forward for examination.  The current fee is £1210.  The fee for the 2011/12 academic year will be £1222.

8. If a prima facie case is not established the application will not be permitted to go forward for examination.  For applicants who fail to establish a prima facie case, debriefing advice will be available from a nominated member of the Conferment Panel.

9. There is no requirement under the University’s current Regulations for candidates to undergo a viva voce examination.

10. The names of the external examiners and their reports are confidential to the Higher Doctorate Conferment Panel and the Panel’s decision is final, candidates will simply be advised of the success or failure of their submission.

11. Unsuccessful candidates may be permitted to re-apply with a revised and updated application in not less than 5 years from the date of the initial application.

12. Informal enquiries may be addressed to the Secretary to the Conferment Panel:

	Ms Sue Ward
	Postgraduate Registrar
	Research Support Office
	4th floor Kingsway House
	Hatton Garden
	Liverpool L3 2AJ
	Tel:  0151 904 6466
 	Email:  s.p.ward@ljmu.ac.uk
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