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In this talk I will draw together insights from a wide range of my work on the relationship between work and family life to consider both why work-life issues are now more widely discussed than ever, and how social and institutional pressures, at different levels – personal, local, organisational, and political – are reshaping the place of work in 21st century lives. The talk will be in four parts: first I will offer a brief outline of what contemporary workforces are like – older, more female, and more diverse in terms of health, external responsibilities and ethnicity. I will then explore how more complex lives and families, and greater financial pressure to consume and to provide, are interacting with changing structures of educational and employment opportunity. In the third section of the talk I will focus on what is still important about where we live and how we access employment opportunities. The talk will end with a short consideration of what policy-makers and some employers are doing to make both employment and the labour market more flexible, and of the challenges still to be faced.            

