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My Working Day
)










My Working Day as a: Music Producer & Consultant

Organisation: Creative Universe Ltd

Type of organisation: Music production and consultancy

Job title: Creative Director

Job type: Director

In which country are you currently working?: UK

What does your job involve?: 

· Fielding approaches from clients
· Planning and delivering events 
· Meeting with clients 
· Developing ideas for new projects.

My typical day: 

I'm an early riser so I usually get up around 6am and start work at 7 with emails, then any project writing. If I'm working on a production I'll be on site by 8am, if not my meetings usually start around 10am. I'll finish meetings by 7pm at the latest. If I'm working on a production it may take me into the early hours of the morning.


Three things that I like about my job: 

(1): Creativity: there aren't many jobs that allow you try to be completely original in your approach.

(2): Music: I love music, I'm a musician myself and enjoy putting on great performers - especially in unusual contexts.

[image: header_graphic](3): I really enjoy working with technically creative people to realise a vision. This could involve staging, lighting, sound, projections, interactivity, etc.





Three things that I'm not quite so keen on:

(1): I often have to deal with approaches from companies that want us to handle projects that are quite straight forward. Unfortunately this doesn't really get my juices flowing so we tend to turn most of them down.

(2): Having a great idea that everyone supports and then a funder has to pull out. It's usually not their fault; it's just the way the economy is right now. It can be a bit frustrating.

(3): 

Key points in my career development to date: 

· First music commissions for Proms, BBC radio, Channel 4, CBSO, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Shiva Nova, etc. Once these started coming in I realised I was actually legit.
· Appointment as senior lecturer at LIPA.
· Appointment as music programme manager for Liverpool's year as European Capital of Culture in 2008.
· Setting up Creative Universe Ltd. in 2009.

What I wish I'd known when I was a student: 

If you are difficult to work with people won't want to work with you, no matter how much you know about the subject.
It's very important to balance the big picture with the detail; you must simultaneously pay close attention to both.

Tips or advice for those looking for jobs: 

If you can get to the interview that's where you can swing it. Before that there's nothing to worry about, so don't think too hard, just give it your best shot.
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