
Richard Rigg’s Story 
 
 
Len Rigg contacted the Homeward Bound Project 
to tell us about his grandfather, Richard Rigg, who 
was also known as Richard Salisbury Rigg.  
Richard was an engineer with Elder Dempster in 
the early years of the twentieth century and 
sailed on the SALAGA and SIERRA LEONE.  Later, 
Richard became a deep sea diver and used his 
skills to dive on torpedo ships in 1918. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
Many of the volunteers on the 
project told us about the wonderful 
qualities and particular strengths of 
seafarers’ wives; Richard’s poem to 
his wife, dated June 1907, certainly 
shows this to great effect. 
 
A transcription of the poem can be 
read below. 
 
 
 
Len told also us of an encounter between his grandfather and a local African 
chieftain in which Richard was asked how many children he and his wife had.  
Not having any children at the time, the chieftain made Richard a gift of a 
“voodoo” doll.  Richard and his wife were then blessed with 10 children, 
beginning with Len’s father in December 1909. The doll lay dormant - locked 
away in a trunk in the attic until it was inherited by Len.  More recently, the 
female doll has been passed down to Len’s eldest son.  Len’s son did not have 
any children with his first wife, but he went on to have 4 girls with his second 
wife after he had inherited the doll. The family’s legend has it that there were 
initially two dolls, a male and a female, but only the female remains and so 
perhaps this explains the birth of 4 daughters but no sons.    
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


