
DRY YOUR EYES, PRINCESS: 
GENDER VARIANCE IN THE  
BRITISH ARMED FORCES  

LJMU ACADEMICS
DR EMMA VICKERS

HOW PLEASED AND 
ENCOURAGED I AM TO SEE 
THE EXHIBITION…HAVING 
SERVED… TO THE RANK 
OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL, 
AND SINCE TRANSITIONED, I 
CAN EMPATHISE WITH YOUR 
INTERVIEWEES. THANK YOU 
FOR ENABLING SUCH WORK.
NAMED TRANS VETERAN

This first and only known research project on trans veterans 
in the world sought to understand how gender variance was 
understood by the Armed Forces after 1945 and those who 
served in them. 

Emma Vickers’ oral history research with trans veterans of the 
British Army, Air Force and Royal Navy raises awareness of 
trans veterans via exhibitions and arts festivals.

IMPACT ON THE LIVERPOOL CITY REGION

The Liverpool Museum (MoL) has exhibited the work, as did 
the Homotopia queer arts festival, and this has contributed to 
a greater sense of belonging for trans veterans and the wider 
trans community living in the region, while reinforcing the 
commitment of National Museums Liverpool to programming 
LGBTQ content. 

The exhibition also gave Liverpool Central Library and archive 
the impetus to hold their own exhibition of trans lives in 
Liverpool (jointly curated by Vickers) in the summer of 2019.

The photography project had an unprecedented impact on the 
general public and the trans community in the UK with regard 
to consciousness-raising, and Vickers’ research has illuminated 
the historically divergent relationship between military law and 
its approach to gender.

IMPACT AREA: Impacts on creativity, culture and society I Impacts on understanding, learning  
and participation


