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Background

« Conscientious Objection (CO) is "the refusal to participate in an activity that an
individual considers incompatible with [their] religious, moral, philosophical,
[personal] or ethical beliefs" (Cabal, 2014).

o The 1967 Abortion Act allows individuals (including Health Care Practitioners
(HCPs)) to refuse to participate in abortion on the grounds of conscience.

« Currently there is no research on service users' (SUs') opinions and understandings
of CO, or the impact of CO from the perspective of SUs in the UK.

Method

Twenty-five semi-structured interviews were undertaken either over the
telephone or using Voice over Internet Protocol. The interviews uncovered

SUs' abortion journeys, and opinions of CO.
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Recruitment

« Social Media

e Research Platforms

e Online Forums

« Organisations/Facilitators.

Criteria

Inclusion:
« Accessed/attempted to
access abortion in the UK.
e Aged 18+

Exclusion:
e Has a severe mental health
condition.
e Abuses drugs/alcohol.
e Is likely to experience
severe emotional distress
when discussing abortion.

Analysis

Opinions of CO were analysed
using a liberal feminist thematic
approach. Nvivo 12 was utilised
during this process.

Found poetry was employed to
present and analyse SUs'
abortion journeys, and
experiences of
accessing/trying to access
abortion.
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