Liverpool Film Seminar
2018 – 2019 series
Every year, Liverpool Film Seminar invites experts to deliver a series of talks.
Topics vary greatly and the series does not focus on a specific aspect of film.
Instead, a range of genres and approaches are celebrated, from historical
reach to the internet’s impact on cinematic material.

Professor Simeon Yates (University of Liverpool)
Modelling socio-cultural factors in film genre preferences: Empirically
comparing Bourdieu, Bauman and Goldthorpe
This paper focuses on social, economic and cultural patterns of film consumption.
Film is a useful medium to consider cultural consumption more widely as it has
many genres that vary in terms of perceived artistic and entertainment value. Our
analysis follows Bourdieu in the main but explores positions that view cultural
consumption as eclectic or personalised. Our analysis is based on both DCMS and
BFI data sets and looks at consumption in general as well as focusing in on film
deemed to have artistic value such as arthouse and foreign language features.
Though we found that social and economic factors remain predictors of cultural
consumption the overall picture is more complex than a simple direct
correspondence, importantly perceptions of other cultural forms also play a role.
Those likely to ‘consume’ arthouse and foreign language film will consume other film
genres and have a wider interaction with other cultural forms; whereas those who
‘prefer’ arthouse and foreign language film have slightly more constrained socioeconomic and cultural characteristics. In general, we find that economic and cultural
factors such income, education, and wider consumption of culture are significant in
patterns of film consumption.
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